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What are LSI?
Consideration of activities and processes that interact with 
both land and sea. 

Maritime Spatial Planning Directive:

Article 4
‘Each member state shall establish and implement MSP. In doing so, 
Member Sates shall take into account land-sea interactions’. 

Article 5 ( objectives of MSP), (1) states when establishing and 
implementing maritime spatial planning, Member States shall consider 
economic, social and environmental aspects to support sustainable 
development and growth in the maritime sector, applying an ecosystem-
based approach, and to promote the coexistence of relevant activities and 
uses. 

Article 6 (minimum requirements for MSP) states that Member States shall 
take into account land and sea interactions. 

Article 7
‘Member States shall aim through maritime spatial planning to promote 
coherence of the resulting maritime spatial plan or plans with other relevant 
processes’.

Hook Lighthouse, Co. Wexford
Source:  https://hookheritage.ie

https://hookheritage.ie/
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Good Practices 

Good practice methodology supports:

• Understanding of the relevant interactions with stakeholders (engagement 

and data).

• Establishing the requirements for sectors that span the land and marine 

area.

• Understanding the spatial planning arrangements (overlapping plans and 

policies).

• Understanding the governance in place for overseeing actions. 

• Through such models, effective recommendations can be made for 

complimentary land and sea interaction in marine and land-based plans

Espon MSP-LSI Maritime Spatial Planning and Land Sea Interactions. Available at: 

https://www.espon.eu/MSP-LSI
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Land Sea Interactions in Maritime 
Spatial Planning, (EC 2017).  
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Strengthening Legislative and Policy Context

• Maritime Area Planning Act, 2021

• Planning and Development Bill 2023

• National Marine Planning Framework, 2021 

• National Planning Framework (2018) and 

National Planning Framework Review (2023) 
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MAP Act 2021 and Planning and Development Bill 

The Planning and Development Bill provides:

➢ That the National Planning Framework (NPF) shall include policy to provide for land-sea interactions securing co-

ordination with the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF).

➢ That the NPF shall make provision for land-sea interactions and the promotion of coordination of development 

between the terrestrial and marine sectors.

➢ That the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy shall be materially consistent with the NMPF and shall include a 

strategy relating to marine and coastal matters that facilitates the coordination of land-sea interactions for 

coastal planning authorities. 

➢ That the development plan is materially consistent with the NMPF.

➢ When carrying out a function under Part 3 (Plans and Policies), a planning authority shall have regard to the 

NMPF, the marine planning policy statement, the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, land sea interactions 

and the objectives of maritime spatial planning as provided for in the MSP Directive. 

The Maritime Area Planning Act provides that the Minister shall in preparing the marine planning policy statement 

have regard to the National Planning Framework. 
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• Land-based infrastructure is critical to realising the economic and social benefits of marine 

activities. 

• For certain land- based activity, associated  marine infrastructure is critical to their effective 

operation (for example waste-water treatment).

• Land-based infrastructure is essential to facilitate marine sector activities including fishing, 

aquaculture, ports, shipping, offshore renewable energy, marine tourism, transport, digital 

communications inter alia. 

• Sustainable marine infrastructure that facilitates land based-activity and land-based 

infrastructure that supports marine activity should be key provisions of a Local Authority’s 

Development Plan.  

National Marine Planning Framework
 



8

National Planning Framework (NPF) Review 
• Shared aims and overlapping areas of co-ordination and activity 

between terrestrial and maritime area planning.

• Examples include the development of renewable energy and associated 
green industrial development, supporting the improvement of port 
infrastructure, tourism and environmental coordination. 

• Complex relationships between land and maritime activity require 
coordination of many different sectors and actors.

•  Some sectors and activities, such as renewable energy, can have a 
presence both on land and in the maritime area and require facilities 
and infrastructure which traverse both areas.
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Figure 7.1 
Draft Revised 
National Planning Framework
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Policy Alignment Land and Maritime Across All Tiers
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South Coast Designated Maritime Area Plan (SC-DMAP)

• It is important that terrestrial plans at a regional and local level have 

anticipated and planned for the principle of onshore infrastructure to 

facilitate ORE development balanced with protecting the marine 

environment. 

• Alignment between land and maritime spatial planning and co-existence 

between different activities in the SC -DMAP Area is supported through 

policy objectives of the Plan across seafood and fishing, the marine 

economy, ports, shipping, transmission grid, telecommunications, 

tourism, marine archaeology and cultural heritage. 

Policy Objective LS 1:

• The SC-DMAP supports the coordination of land and sea interactions and 
the alignment of terrestrial plans and policy at national, regional, and 
local level that deliver sustainable onshore infrastructure to enable ORE 
in Maritime Areas A-D. 
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Example at Regional Level 

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region 2022

• Regional Policy Objective 77 Maritime Spatial Planning Consistency and Alignment: It is 
an objective to support the integration of different uses in the marine environment and 
ensure consistency and alignment between plans such as NMPF, regional based 
approaches to MSP and localised plans.

• Regional Policy Objective 78 First Mover under the National Marine Planning 
Framework: Support the sustainable development of the marine environment , foster 
opportunities in the marine economy. 

• Regional Policy Objective 79: Supports good practice such as the Strategic Integrated 
Framework Plan for the Shannon Estuary and for the preparation of marine and harbour 
framework plans (such as Cork Harbour, Waterford Estuary). 

• Pre-dated the MAP Act and DMAPs but a forerunner supporting DMAPs in the Region.

• Other regional objectives to be delivered through City and County Development Plans 
include support for Offshore Renewable Energy (RPOs 85, 99)  and port infrastructure 
(RPOs 142, 144, 147). 
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Example at Regional Level 

Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2022 

• The region has a huge potential for growth in renewables. The region demonstrates its 

commitment through the support of test sites (for example Atlantic Marine Energy Test Site 

(AMETS) near Belmullet, County Mayo), innovative green policies and investing in infrastructure to 

support a low carbon future.

• Regional Policy Objective 4.19:

o Support the appropriate development of offshore wind energy production through the 

adequate provision of land-based infrastructure and services, in line with national policy and 

in a manner that is compatible with environmental, ecological and landscape considerations.

• Regional Policy Objective 4.33

• To facilitate where possible Marine Renewable Technology Projects off the West and North-

West coasts of Ireland, and subject to environmental and amenity considerations (feasibility 

studies), and where applicable, enable National Grid connection.

• Regional Policy Objective 4.37

o To examine the potential of the region’s other main ports to expand and enhance facilities to 

enable them to become ports with enhanced regional significance in a range of areas, 

including trade, fisheries, marine tourism and renewables. This will be done in conjunction 

with all relevant stakeholders, including the relevant Local Authorities, and within the context 

of the NMPF
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Example at Local Level  

Cork County Development Plan 2022

• Objective ET 13-16: Ocean and Off-shore Wind Energy: Support the 
appropriate development of ocean and offshore wind energy 
production off the Cork Coast by ensuring adequate provision of land-
based infrastructure in line with national policy, and in a way that 
avoids significant adverse impacts on-sites of ecological value and 
protects the wider environmental, heritage, landscape and marine 
resources of the area. 

• The need for land-based infrastructure to support the assembly, 
deployment, and maintenance of the off-shore energy structures is 
recognised, as is the need for an integrated approach to the use and 
management of the coastal zone and coastal resources

• Objective EC 8-1 Cork Harbour : Guide the sustainable future 
management of different uses in the Cork Harbour area, through a 
specific planning framework initiative, including strategic economic 
uses, while protecting the sensitive ecosystems and designated 
natural habitats including the Cork Harbour SPA and the Great Island 
Channel SAC. 
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Example at Local Level  

Mayo County Development Plan 2022

Objective REO 12:

• To support offshore and tidal renewable energy developments subject to 
environmental considerations and the protection of commercial fishing and 
the amenities of the surrounding areas in accordance with the OREDP, 
subject to proper planning and environmental considerations.

Objective REO 13:

• To recognise the important role of the Atlantic Marine Energy Test Site 
(AMETS) tidal wave test site off Beal an Mhuirthead (Belmullet).

Objective REO 14

• To support the development of appropriate land-based infrastructure at 
suitable locations, in order to facilitate the transition between the land and 
sea necessary for off- shore renewable energy projects
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Thank you 
for 

listening
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