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National Marine Planning Framework

• Long term planning framework for how we use, 

protect, enjoy seas – out to 2040

• Parallel to National Planning Framework

• Sector by sector elaboration of guiding objectives 

and planning policies (aquaculture through to waste 

water)

• Critical basis for future decision making by marine 

decision makers  - who are obliged to implement 

NMPF
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Structure – NMPF Chapters

• Overarching Marine Planning Policies – Apply to all proposals

• Grouped according to the three Sustainable Development Pillars –

Environmental, Economic and Social

• Sectoral Marine Planning Policies 

• Aquaculture, Defence & Security, Energy, Fisheries, Mineral 

Exploration, Ports/Harbours, Safety at Sea, Seaweed Harvesting, 

Sport & Recreation, Telecommunications, Tourism, Wastewater 

Treatment & Disposal

• 92 Policies to be referenced – 32 Overarching, 60 Sectoral

• Large quantity of Maps showing different activities and uses of 

the marine
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Data use
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1. Environmental

2. Economic

3. Social
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Hyperlinks



Layer List Options



Legend List of Layers Turned On
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South 

Coast 

ORE 

DMAP 

Proposal
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Each of the 

Overarching 

MPPs have 

a Second 

level of 

cards
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Each layer can 

be turned on or 

off

Every NMPF Policy is listed



Body Level One

Body Level Two

Body Level Three

Body Level Four

Body Level Five

14 An Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta | Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

The Legend shows 

what each colour in 

the layer 

represents.
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You can 

draw an 

area of 

interest 

and see 

what 

policies 

apply
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Only 6 of the 8 Spatially Specific Policies now apply to the chosen area - specific to the drawn area
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Each policy can also 

be clicked on from 

here and it will pop 

out on the right for 

ease of reading
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Lastly we have added 

this “burger menu” 

button.

This lets you navigate 

directly to any area of 

the site without the need 

to drill down into areas.

When you use the 

Activities you drill down 

into relevant areas, but if 

you know where you 

want to go or want a 

quick way to change –

use the burger menu 

option
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Some key points to note:

All data is Open Data – available for download from https://data.gov.ie/ and https://data-

housinggovie.opendata.arcgis.com/ and can be reused in other GIS systems. Some 

datasets are also available on EMODnet.

Data is catalogued and certified by the Marine Institute before being uploaded – Other 

marine datasets are available for download from https://www.marine.ie/

Additional Data Sets will be added over time and updated quarterly or more frequently 

depending on the data – recommendations can be sent to msp@housing.gov.ie

The MSP Hub has the latest MSP updates, newsletters, education pieces for schools 

and information on all Departments and Agencies with a Marine function.

 Ease of finding relevant information is key to making good decisions 

 One source of truth / information

 Identify the data and make it available to all

https://data.gov.ie/
https://data-housinggovie.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.marine.ie/
mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie
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Thank You

MSP@housing.gov.ie 

https://marineplan.ie/

@MSP_Ireland


