
Marine Spatial Planning 
Autumn/Winter 
Online CPD Series
October - December 2023 Delivered with support from the Department

of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Series Overview
This free lunch and learn series is open to members and non-members. To register for all 8 

webinars - which will be delivered on Zoom - visit www.ipi.ie. Certificates of attendance will be 

available for those who attend all 8 live webinars. Recordings of the series will be available from 

www.ipi.ie. Please note the schedule is subject to change.

Irish Planning Institute CPD Credits: 8

Learning Outcomes

Series Schedule

Be able to identify relevant legislative and policy frameworks for the sustainable planning, use 
and management of the marine resource.
Be able to understand the diversity of state, market and civil stakeholders with an interest in 
marine resources
Be able to apply relevant legal and policy documents to a specific marine-related issue.
Be able to articulate the benefits of a trans-disciplinary approach to the planning and 
management of the marine resource.

https://ipi.ie/professional-development/ipi-events/marine-spatial-planning-cpd-series/


Session 1 Friday 13 

October

13:00-14:15

Introduction to MSP 

Land Sea Interaction: Over the sea 

Dr Heather Ritchie, QUB 

Paul Lawlor, TU Dublin 

Session 2 Friday 20 
October

13:00-14:15

Seabed Characterisation Ali Robinson, Uisce Éireann

Session 3 Friday 27 
October

13:00-14:15

Mapping Data 

Introduction to MARA 

Juliet Fitzpatrick, DHLGH

Rory O’Leary, Head of Policy and 

Consenting, Maritime Area 
Regulatory Authority (MARA)

Session 4 Friday 3 
November

13:00-14:15

Introduction to role of the 
Department of the Environment, 

Climate and Communications

Marine Implementation

Conor Mc Cabe, International and 
Offshore Energy, DECC

Karina Fitzgerald, Planning Advisor, 
DHLGH 

Session 5 Friday 10 
November

13:00-14:15

Making Marine Spatial Planning 
Matter to Stakeholders

Transboundary MSP: Why, how, case 
examples and outcomes

Dr Wesley Flannery, QUB 

Dr Kofi Ansong, University of 

Liverpool

Session 6 Friday 17 
November

13:00-14:15

Introduction to role of An Bord 
Pleanála 

Marine Ecology for Planners 

Ciara Kellett, An Bord Pleanála

Dr Maeve Flynn, An Bord Pleanála

Session 7 Friday 24 
November

13:00-14:15

Delivering Blue Growth: Role of the 
Planning Consultant in Offshore 

Wind Development 

Sybil Berne, MacCabe Durney 
Barnes

Colm Ryan, MKO

Session 8 Friday 3 
December

13:00-14:15

Lessons Learnt: Lessons from the 
Celtic Interconnector 

Lessons Learnt: Marine 
development in the Shannon 

Estuary 

Des Cox, Eirgrid

Brian McCarthy, Clare County 
Council 


